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ENVIRONMENT   Waste and Pollution Reduction

SUBSTANCE AS DEFINED AS A DESIRE  
 TO LEAVE LESS SUBSTANCE BEHIND.

A program to recycle manufacturing pallets is never going to be a top news 
item. But that doesn’t mean it isn’t worth doing. While just about every  
car company is trying to burnish their “green” credentials, Acura has spent  
the last decade changing the way we make our vehicles, drastically  
reducing the amount of waste and pollutants. When it comes to managing  
our environmental impact, we’re always looking for more ways to do less.

Tri-level railway cars used to transport 

vehicles saved 125,481gallons of diesel 

fuel in 2009.

Distribution of parts in a diesel- 

electric hybrid truck reduces CO2  

emissions by 15% compared to  

conventional tractor trailers.

All Acura vehicles have been 90%  

recyclable since 2004.

Landfill waste from manufacturing 

activity reduced by 65% from the  

previous year.

Reduced use of packaging materials 

saved more than 635,0 0 0 pounds of 

wood in 2009.

Total water used for manufacturing  

reduced by 128 million gallons in 2010.

In 2009, CO2 emissions were reduced  

by 3,970 metric tons at two Acura plants.

Repairing and recycling manufactur-

ing pallets kept 136,350 of them out of 

landfills in 2010.

Corrugated packaging materials were 

reduced by nearly 1.5 million pounds in 

the last two years.

In 2009, the Marysville plant earned  

the EPA’s ENERGY STAR for superior 

energy efficiency.

More than 90% of the RDX parts are

made from recyclable materials.

Receiving our first ULEV rating in 20 01,  

now every Acura is recognized as an 

ultra-low emissions vehicle.

 “Intelligent” paint booths reduce CO2  

emissions from painting operations  

by as much as 25%.

Alliston and Marysville plants saved 

more than 840,000 cubic meters of  

natural gas in 2009.

Efficiently utilized shipping crates  

used for parts distribution save over 704  

metric tons of CO2 emissions per year.

A parts consolidation center at the 

Marysville plant reduces CO2 emissions 

from parts transportation by 90 metric 

tons per year.

 All Acura manufacturing plants will 

achieve zero waste-to-landfill by  

April 2011.

2009 (FY09) is the fiscal year 2009, from April 1, 2008, to March 31, 2009. 2010 (FY10) is the fiscal year 2010, from April 1, 2009, to March 31, 2010.
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THOUSANDS OF STEPS.  
ONE DIRECTION.

Just as an Acura is a perfectly  
synchronized orchestration of parts,  
so too is the process by which it is made. 
And as complex as this chart appears,  
it is merely the last stage in that process.

Before the first roll of sheet metal 
enters the factory, our engineers are 
working with our designers to ensure 
their ideas survive. For example, the TL 
designers felt the thin strips of metal 
that extend above the taillights were 
crucial components in giving the vehicle 
its aggressive looks. To make them  
a reality, the engineers had to invent 
a new kind of conveyor belt, one that 
wouldn’t deform the parts as they 
cooled. Similar measures throughout the  
manufacturing process help ensure that 
every Acura is everything we say it is.
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